
CAPSTONE: AP RESEARCH 
MRS. MEGAN PELC 

CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 2021 – 2022 SCHOOL YEAR 
EMAIL: PELCM@PEARLANDISD.ORG 

SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (281) 997-7445 

 

Tutoring: Tuesday and Wednesday – 2:40pm to 3:10pm 

Canvas Messages will be checked daily during 5th period Oiler Time and immediately before/after school.   

Remind 101messages will be checked during this time as well.   

 
Class Structure: This class is reading and writing intensive. Students will be reading complex college-level material as well 

as scholarly works. Homework will usually consist of readings with required annotations and analysis, however, if 

students are able to work diligently and efficiently in class, there should be a minimal amount of homework (1 – 2 

homework assignments per week). *If students do NOT use their class time wisely, homework may become 

extensive.  Homework will increase during the second semester of the class when students are conducting their own 

research project and writing the College Board final assessment. 

 

Calendar: A tentative 9-weeks calendar will be given to all students at the beginning of each grading period. The calendar is 

subject to change. Students will be notified of any changes during class and on Canvas. 

 

Skyward: Grades will be posted to Skyward.  Please understand that due to the nature of this course, students will have 

fewer grades than in other classes. Also, because so many of the assignments are in-depth research and writing 

projects, it will take more time for Mrs. Pelc to grade them and give students productive feedback. 

• Assignments listed in Canvas will have the due date listed. Please pay attention to due dates. 

• Assignments without a grade (marked * in Skyward) are not zeroes. The grade has simply not been entered 

yet. 

 

School Policies: Students will be expected to follow all PHS and PISD student policies in Mrs. Pelc’s classroom.  

• Students must arrive to class in dress code. 

• Students must have their PHS ID on when they enter class.  

• Students who arrive to class after the tardy bell rings will be marked tardy in Skyward. 

 

PHS Late Work Policy:  

• AP Classes: Student may turn in an assignment 2 days past original due date to receive a grade up to a 70.  

o This means, any late work is an automatic 30 point deduction. 

o Chronic abuse, more than three late assignments during any one nine week grading period, may result 

in additional consequences. 

o Extenuating circumstances may occur that are out of the control of the student which may prevent 

him/her from completing and returning homework assignments. The student is to inform the 

teacher of any such circumstances that prevented the completion of the homework. Teachers may 

grant exceptions to this regulation as necessary. 

• Long-term projects and term papers that are assigned during the semester are due on the announced due 

date. The due date must be given with at least a 2 week notice before the assignment start date. A student 

who is absent for any reason on the due date, including school business, must meet the deadline. The teacher 

will accept all late papers/projects turned in up to two weeks after the due date for the purpose of providing 

feedback, but a grade of zero will be assigned. 

• NOTE: College Board due dates cannot be changed.  Students must abide by the due dates given. 

 

 

 



Make-up/Absent Work: It is THE STUDENT’S responsibility to make up the work missed. If the absence is 

EXCUSED, the student has as many days absent to make up the work.  

• If absent for a school sponsored event (athletics, band, choir, clubs, etc.), it is THE STUDENT’S 

responsibility to get work BEFORE the date of the absence. If the student will be missing a test or quiz, 

please schedule an alternate time to make up the assessment. 

• Make-up work can be completed by scheduling/attending tutorials with Mrs. Pelc. 

• The best time to speak to Mrs. Pelc about make-up assignments is before/after school, through Canvas 

Messenger, or through Remind 101. Email is also a good means of communication. 

o Note: If an absence prevents a student from turning in an assignment on its due date, a zero will be 

put in Skyward until the student is able to turn in the work. Upon completion, the grade will be 

entered for full credit if completed during the time allowed in accordance with PISD policies. 

 

Academic Honesty Policy: Please see the Pearland High School policy posted on the school’s website. There are severe 

consequences for cheating, and it will not be tolerated in the classroom. Note that the College Board plagiarism 

policy is different than the Pearland ISD policy.  

  Pearland Academic Honesty Policy: https://pisd-

my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/pelcm_pearlandisd_org/EQk3e8W1pHRLvgwipX27ZokBL0MmXZs6ff680vQ

4K0aWzA?e=YvZYSG 

  AP Research Plagiarism Policy: https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap-capstone-diploma-program-policies 

 

Supplies: Students are required to bring basic supplies to class every day. Coming to class prepared is extremely important! 

Students will need the following supplies for AP Research: 

• 2 – 3 blue or black ink pens for daily assignments 

• 1 – 2 red or other colored ink pens for peer review 

• Highlighters or colored pencils for annotating academic works 

• Loose-leaf paper or another spiral for class notes 

• Flash drive (never a bad idea to save your work in more than one spot) 

• A 2 inch, 3-ring binder – For PReP Documentation 

 

NOTE: A large amount of work for this class will be completed electronically. The district has provided one-to-

one devices for students.  There is also a Capstone laptop cart in Mrs. Pelc’s room. These laptops will remain in 

Mrs. Pelc’s class for daily use should they forget their one-to-one device. Students may bring their own, personal 

devices as well.  Regardless, students must have a device in class every day.  Students should get used to saving all 

work on Office365, and/or a flash drive. 

 

 

Join our AP Research Remind101! 

Text “@kkbkeh” to 81010. (Standard text messaging rates will apply based on your individual plan.) 

https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/pelcm_pearlandisd_org/EQk3e8W1pHRLvgwipX27ZokBL0MmXZs6ff680vQ4K0aWzA?e=YvZYSG
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/pelcm_pearlandisd_org/EQk3e8W1pHRLvgwipX27ZokBL0MmXZs6ff680vQ4K0aWzA?e=YvZYSG
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/pelcm_pearlandisd_org/EQk3e8W1pHRLvgwipX27ZokBL0MmXZs6ff680vQ4K0aWzA?e=YvZYSG
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap-capstone-diploma-program-policies


PEARLAND ISD AP CAPSTONE RESEARCH SYLLABUS 
 

OVERVIEW 

AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone program (AP Seminar is a pre-requisite course), 
allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest.  
Students design, plan, and implement a year-long investigation to address a research question.  Through 
this inquiry, they further the skills they acquired in AP Seminar course by learning research 
methodology, employing ethical research practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing 
information.  Students reflect on their skill development, document their processes, and curate the 
artifacts of their scholarly work through a process and reflection portfolio (PREP).  The course 
culminates in an Academic Paper (AP) of approximately 4,000-5,000 words (accompanied by a 
performance, exhibit, or product where applicable) and a Presentation with an Oral Defense (POD) of 
no more than 20 minutes total. 
 
As students come to the AP Research course with varied skill sets and abilities, it is necessary to classify 
what research really entails and to build competence in dealing with academic and college-level sources 
(such as peer-reviewed journal articles and research studies; foundational, literary, and philosophical 
texts; personal sources such as reports, speeches, and interviews), and to include the use of artistic works 
and performances to gain a rich appreciation and understanding of the issues that they will explore in 
the course.  The use of these resources is essential in ensuring students get at the expected rigor of the 
AP Capstone program generally and the AP Research course specifically.  Through scaffolded in-class 
activities and regular meetings with the AP Research Teacher and/or consultant, students will develop 
greater confidence in using these sources as the course progresses. 

 
The AP Research course will be the primary course in which research skills are taught and practiced.  
Though AP Research is not linked thematically to a specific course, students should endeavor to 
practice what they are learning in AP Research in their other AP and non-AP courses as well.   

 

FORMATIVE AND SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS: 
 
Just as the AP Seminar course helped students move from discussing and analyzing texts to building an 
argument through inquiry from sources, the AP Research course continues building upon AP Seminar 
skills to form new understandings of a topic selected by the student and deemed appropriate by the AP 
Research teacher through approval of an Inquiry Proposal process (see below).  As in the AP Seminar 
course, students will present their findings in a written work (in AP Research, the Academic Paper) and 
through a Presentation and Oral Defense.  Unlike AP Seminar, there is no formal group work or final 
written exam for AP Research: the AP Research summative assessment is based solely on the Academic 
Paper (75%) and the Presentation and Oral Defense (25%). 
 
The Academic Paper (AP) is an original 4,000 to 5,000-word academic paper that includes the following 
components: Introduction; Method, Process, or Approach; Results, Product, or Findings; Discussion, 
Analysis, and/or Evaluation; Conclusion and Future Directions; and Bibliography.  While the AP 
Research Teacher and/or a consultant will provide guidance in the development of this paper, it is the 
student’s own work and clear guidelines regarding the roles of the Teacher and Consultant will be shared 
with the student at each step of the process.  Students must understand that plagiarism will NOT be 
tolerated: any sources used by the student, through direct quotations and/or paraphrasing, must be 
properly cited.  Failure to do so will result in a ZERO grade for that component of the course (See 
“Plagiarism Policy” below). 
 
The Academic Paper and the Presentation and Oral Defense will be used to calculate a final AP 
Score (using the 1 – 5 scale) for AP Research. This score will NOT factor into the student’s 
grade for local credit through Pearland ISD. 
 
The research process in AP Research is not simply about collecting evidence or facts and then piecing 
them together.  Instead, the research process is about inquiry – asking questions and coming to 
solutions and conclusions through serious thinking, acting (method), discussion, and 
reflection.  The student researcher will seek relevant information in articles, books, and other sources 



and develop an informed perspective built upon, but not merely derivative of, the ideas in the examined 
material.  As a result, the research process is recursive, meaning that students will regularly revisit ideas, 
seek new information when necessary, and reconsider and refine their research question, topic, and/or 
approach.  While the Academic Paper and Presentation and Oral Defense are the assessed 
manifestations of this process, other products, exhibits, and/or performances may be used by students 
to develop their ideas further. 
 
To keep track of this process of inquiry, students are required to keep a Process and Reflection Portfolio 
(PReP) journal, a formative assessment tool, which will be shared with the AP Research Teacher.  The 
PReP will allow students to document their experiences in the course.  Students can continually use the 
PReP to chart their engagement with the QUEST ideas, with special attention paid to: 

• Their choice of a research question and what prompted their interest in the topic 

• Their research process, including important sources (documents, people, multimedia) 

• Analysis of evidence as it becomes available 

• Changes in the direction of the project and/or initial assumptions 

• Ways in which the students have worked on their own or as part of a larger intellectual 

community 

• Challenges encountered and solutions attempted 

To demonstrate these experiences, the PReP may include annotated bibliographic entries of important 
sources, conversations with the Teacher and Consultant, personal reflections, commentary about course 
assignments and class notes, and any other insights that contribute to a rich description of the 
development of the student in the course.  As students will be required to have a one-on-one 
appointment with their AP Research Teacher bi-weekly to discuss their work, it is hoped that the 
student will be able to manage his or her time effectively and use these meetings to continue developing 
and revising their work throughout the year.  In-class assignments may also be collected through the 
PReP. 
 
Upon completion of the Academic Paper, students will be required to plan and deliver a final summative 
assessment in the form of a Presentation of their work and an Oral Defense (POD).  The presentation 
is expected to use various media to support and enhance the student’s report of key findings, description 
of the chosen approach and challenges arising from the same, and a defense of the findings by 
answering questions posed by a panel of AP Research “experts” comprised of the AP Research teacher, 
a student’s potential consultant(s), and another school district representative or community member. 
 

INQUIRY PROPOSAL FORM 

Prior to engaging in their research, students will submit to the AP Research Teacher an Inquiry Proposal 
Form, which clearly identifies the topic of study, research question, preliminary research, and 
methodological and ethical considerations.  Only once approval has been granted will the student be 
allowed to seek a consulting expert and begin the research process in earnest.  If the proposed inquiry 
requires a more extensive consideration of ethics and potential harm (for example, involvement of 
human subjects), approval will not be granted until the Proposal has also passed review by an 
Institutional Review Board (IRB). Inquiry Proposal Forms must be approved no later than November 30. 
 

AP CAPSTONE PLAGIARISM POLICY:  

Participating teachers shall inform students of the consequences of plagiarism and instruct students to 
ethically use and acknowledge the ideas and work of others throughout their course work. The student's 
individual voice should be clear, and the ideas of others must be acknowledged, attributed, and/or cited. 
 
A student who fails to acknowledge the source or author of any and all information or evidence taken 
from the work of someone else through citation, attribution, or reference in the body of the work, or 
through a bibliographic entry, will receive a score of 0 on that particular component of the AP Seminar 
and/or AP Research Performance Task. In AP Seminar, a team of students that fails to properly 
acknowledge sources or authors on the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 
for that component of the Team Project and Presentation. (Continued on the next page…) 
 
 



 
A student who incorporates falsified or fabricated information (e.g. evidence, data, sources, and/or 
authors) will receive a score of 0 on that component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research 
Performance Task. In AP Seminar, a team of students that incorporates falsified or fabricated 
information in the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 for that component of 
the Team Project and Presentation. 
(Source: https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap-capstone-diploma-program-policies) 

 
EVALUATION AND GRADING 

Daily Work (40% of local grade): Grades will be based on in-class writings, homework assignments, 
reflections, daily activities, quiz grades, and participation grades. 
 
Major Grades (60% of local grade): Grades will come from formal assessments (tests), major writing 
assignments, or PReP documents. 

➢ This course will require students to complete several tasks in preparation for the AP Research 

formal assessment. It is expected that students will thoroughly and thoughtfully complete all 

work assigned in this course, regardless of whether the assignment receives a grade. 

➢ Various in-class assessments (non-AP assessment) will provide students with varied 

opportunities (written and verbal) to practice, improve, and display the core academic skills that 

are central to the AP Research course.  The classroom assessment and its corresponding criteria 

are intended to help prepare the student for the AP Research assessment tasks, including the 

Academic Paper and Presentation with Oral Defense.  The class awarded mark used by the 

school will be based on the classroom assignments – including assessment of entries in the 

student Process and Reflection Portfolio (PReP) – one-on-one interview sessions, contributions 

to peer-review sessions, and written assignments. 

▪ The grade posted in Skyward will NOT be a reflection of the potential AP Research 

Exam score.   

➢ Participation in Class Discussion: 

▪ Students must regularly come prepared to participate actively in discussions.  

▪ Evaluation will be based on participation (comments, ideas, and questions) helped to 

enhance and/or advance our overall collective understanding through critical 

discussion and listening. 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS: 

➢ Respect yourself, others, and materials. 

➢ We will work bell to bell; use your time wisely. 

➢ Arrive to class on time and be prepared to work; use your time wisely. 

➢ Stay current with reading assignments. 

➢ Actively participate in class discussions. 

➢ Students are expected to follow all district, campus, and classroom rules and procedures. 

➢ Utilize any and all online resources posted on your teacher’s webpage (mostly Canvas). 

➢ Keep up good communication with your teacher (Canvas Messenger, Remind 101, email). 

➢ Actively engage with Canvas. 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap-capstone-diploma-program-policies


 

STAY FOCUSED AND ADHERE TO DEADLINES: 

A Student’s grade for this course will be based on several assignments for each grading term of the 

school year. Given the nature of these assignments, each takes on increased importance. 

 

It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for any missed work outside of class time. If a 

student has an excused absence, he/she will be allowed to turn in the missed assignment and will be 

given another day for any work assigned and due while absent (see district policy). If a student is absent 

on a class discussion day, it is the student’s responsibility to schedule an appointment (in-person or 

virtually) to complete the discussion assignment with their teacher and/or peers. 

 
BE ENGAGED: 
 
This course requires active participation in all activities and discussions. Lessons have been designed to 

create an open forum for the exchange of thoughts and opinions. Students will be expected to be on 

task at all times and to respect the thoughts and opinions of classmates. Cooperative groups, 

discussions, debates, and projects involve daily participation. PLEASE BE HERE and BE ON TIME. 

Absences will adversely affect a student’s grade; time management is very important. 

GENERAL TIMELINE: 

• June (end of AP Seminar Course) – AP Seminar students are introduced to an overview of the 
AP Research course and asked to collect ideas over the summer to identify topics of interest. 

• September – Students create and share their PReP journal with the teacher; discuss course 
expectations and the Performance Tasks using sample student papers (undergraduate college 
papers that were not scored based on the AP Research assessment rubric and some high school 
student papers that were scored based on the AP Research assessment rubric); choose a 
topic/issue; carry out preliminary research; begin to develop an annotated bibliography; and 
finalize their research questions and proposals. 

• September/October – Students present a preliminary inquiry proposal via a poster presentation 
(or a PowerPoint presentation) to their peers for peer review; identify the type of consultant 
they will need to begin seeking such assistance; finalize and submit their proposals; and reflect 
on feedback provided. 

• October/November – Students complete the background component of their inquiry through 
annotated bibliographies and finalize the choice and design of their inquiry method as well as 
their research question, with careful consideration of ethical issues that may arise.  If necessary, 
they submit a revised version of their proposal for final approval.  

• December/January 2021 – Students implement their inquiry plan while engaging in progress 
and reflection interviews (one-on-ones) with the AP Research Teacher and/or consultant.  
Summaries of these sessions and ongoing concerns, insights, research commentary and artifacts 
should be included in the PREP journal throughout this process. 

• January – Students complete drafts of their literature review and methodology portions of their 
papers.  In so doing, students should understand the methods they did not choose (and why) 
and how they will use their selected methods to support their inquiry.  They should also be 
completing any original work (interviews, surveys, additional projects, products, or 
performances) required to support their papers.  Students will be participating in Elevator 
Speeches and peer-review sessions to improve their research papers and their presentations 
along the way. 

 



 

• February/March – Students write, proof, peer-review, and submit their Academic Papers, 
ensuring all components are present and meet rubric criteria.  Students will then use TurnItIn to 
ensure that they have not misattributed and/or plagiarized any pieces of their work.  Additional 
scholarly work used to support the paper (project, product, or performance) will be turned in as 
well. 

• March/April – AP Research Teacher scores students’ delivery of their Presentations and Oral 
Defenses. The following dates are subject to change: 

o April 12-April 16, 2021 – Students deliver their Oral Presentations and engage in Oral 

Defense of their work.  Viewing of any additional scholarly work must be arranged by 

the student in consultation with the AP Research Teacher.  

 

o Friday, April 23, 2021 – Academic Papers DUE/Final draft uploaded to the Digital 

Portfolio (date is subject to change). 

 

• April 15-30, 2021 – AP Research Teacher finalizes scores and uploads the results to the College 

Board via the Digital Portfolio.   

• May – AP Research students present their work and discuss the AP Research course with 
current AP Seminar students; AP Research students being planning other ways in which to 
prepare their academic work for presentation in other venues (journals, performances, 
conferences, and potential Pearland ISD “Showcase”).  Students will complete AP Exams in 
other subject areas to qualify for the AP Capstone Diploma.  They will hand-in a final, curated 
copy of the PReP journal, which articulates moments of insight, challenge, and change 
experienced in the course. 

 


